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the Imperial road planned by Bietry ; and therefore was
well-known to the Italian aviation. To the Wollos, then,
the servile task of commissariat.
Mulugeta's arrival disengaged Ras Kassa, who till then
had held his positions south of Makalle. For the Emperor,
when he decided to let Makalle fall without a struggle, was
determined not to go back farther. Contact with the Tigre
population must be maintained at all costs : if it were lost,
abandoned too were the hopes of a successful guerrilla
warfare behind the Italian lines.
To this end Seyyum held on alone on the borders of
Tembien, whose capital Abbi Addi was occupied by
detachments of the Eritrean Army Corps on December 6.
Kassa held the whole region of Selva, south of Tembien, and
of the River Gheva, as far east as Antalo which is im-
mediately south of Makalle.
During this period of waiting for Mulugeta, Seyyum and
Kassa were reduced to inactivity. The one had come to
the limit of his withdrawal south, the other of his march
north. The routine of both was first of all to conceal their
armies and themselves from the omnipotent air. They
were only to attack the enemy if he passed farther : they
whiled away their time with the ruses that the Ethiopian
sits for hours round the camp fire planning, unplanning,
replanning and prematurely rubbing his hands over. . . .
One of the prettiest of these tricks was played by Kassa
on November 18, after his arrival near Antalo. His
object was to restore the morale of his army already sapped
by the bombardment early in the month in the high pass
of Amba Alagi.
In the mountains half-way between Antalo and Amba
Alagi is a defile, steep and tree covered, for at the bottom
is the water of Mai Mescic. Squadrons of planes at a time
had inquired into the area, where the tents were taken
down at the shivering dawn, according to the Emperor's
instructions, and the men hid. Only the mules, by their
stubborn self-exposure, had shown the Disperata squadron
that there were men about. Kassa rewarded their
inquisitiveness.
On November 18, for the third day in succession, the
encampment stood untouched below the trees. In the
centre, the large tent of the Ras. The Disperata squadron

